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What can you do to help us? 

1. Become a Founding Member for only $25.  Digitizing and recording all the artifacts and stories we are 
receiving for the Project takes money.  Your membership enables us to move forward with this important 
work.  You can either join at today’s Golf Tournament or go online. Two ways to get to our website: 
 Directly at: http://oreganguealumni.wixsite.com/mysite/sponsorship-opportunities or go to 

http://oregangue.org/  Historical publication tab 
2. Bring your Ore Gangue memorabilia to the December Christmas Party (date TBD).  Consider donating it or at 

least lending it to us for the project.  There will be plastic bags and markers to identify everything and we 
promise to return it safely once it has been photographed and recorded.  The U of S library will archive all 
donated items for future generations.  We are looking for everything: issues of WIUGC or other Conference 
books, newspaper articles, newsletters, membership cards, photos, awards, OG clothing, etc.  Please be 
generous in sharing what you have.  It doesn’t do anyone any good stashed away in a closet or box. 

 

3. Calling all storytellers!  If you have any funny stories/anecdotes to share, write them down and give them to 
us.  YOU DON’T HAVE TO BE A GREAT WRITER! We can clean them up grammatically and you will always see 
the final version before it goes into the book.  If you are really shy about writing, tell your story to one of the 
OGHP Project committee members and we will write it for you! 

4. If you don’t have a story to share, then just jot down a few lines answering the question, “WHAT DOES THE 
ORE GANGUE MEAN TO YOU?”  We will have a section in the book with your feelings about what is one of the 
most unusual, amazing and meaningful student societies at a university in North America. 

 

THANKS FOR YOUR HELP! 
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Why are we doing this project?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

 

 

  Moving? Downsizing? Cleaning Out?  

 

 

 

 

The history of the Presidents outfit has been summarized by the 
50th President Gary Linassi: “I know a little bit about these 
items; the aviators hat was acquired by Rex (Wes, Snot etc.) 
Johnston who was the 48th president of the Ore Gangue.  He 
regularly wore it on Ore Gangue outings and probably slept in it 
a few times! Since that time, it has been passed down from 
president to president and you’ll see a few pictures with us 
wearing it.  During my presidency, we had a friend of Karen 
Dietz sew the names of a few presidents on it.  

The coat was donated by me in 1984 and was acquired at the 
local Salvation army while we were purchasing ties for the 
“gaudy tie coalition” established during Rex’s election campaign 
(by I think Bob Johnston).  Gaudy ties were frequently 
purchased by the boxful at the salvation army and worn during 
the WIUGC (usually on our heads).  My mother sewed the lime 
green lining into the coat at my request to match the gaudy tie 
motif.  We started signing the lining sometime shortly after in a fit 
of booze fueled inspiration.” 

As you go through your closets, your basement or garage, it’s easy to know what to do with some things. Donate, 
toss or shred, right? But when you get to that box of Ore Gangue stuff, please consider donating them to the U of 
S archives. Items already in the archives have proven invaluable as we put the OGHP (Ore Gangue Historical 
Publication) project. In fact, consider lending them to us right NOW. Then you can either donate them to archives 
right away or have them back and make arrangements for them to be donated later.  THANKS!!! 

To scan slides or pictures from Ore Gangue Alumni so they are available for 
archives and to maintain digital storage space so we can collect and store 
pictures like this!  

First three are 1960 Homecoming Parade created by scanning slides (from Bill Kaufmann). The far-right picture is 
Young Mel 1971. Photo courtesy of Billingsley. 

To collect pictures before they are 
damaged beyond use. Note: the stains on this 

picture. We have not been able to find the original photo 
yet.  

To gather stories before they are 
lost to time!    


